
Quethiock Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2021 via a “virtual” meeting at 7.10pm 
 
Present: Councillors: John Blatchford ( Chair ), Roy Vass, Stephen Hobbs, Vic Welch, Tim 
Lynch, Chris Healey and Alison Jeffrey. Clerk Matthew Wald. Also present Adam Sturtridge 
(member of the public, for first half hour). 
 
Apologies:  None 
 
Declarations of Interest:   None 
 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  
 
The minutes of the meeting on 30th November 2020 were approved. 
 
2. Public Participation:   
 
As Mr Sturtridge could only be present for half an hour he was asked if there was anything 
specific which he wished to raise – he said there was not.. . 
 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
 

(i) Signposts: The Clerk had circulated a survey of fingerposts, and possible 
replacement costs. The Chairman asked councillors to give their views.  
 
(a) Councillors were unanimously in favour of replacing the four-finger post at 

the school crossroads with a wooden “traditional” sign and resolved that 
the clerk order it in accordance with the commercial quote received ( 
proposed Cllr Lynch, seconded Cllr Healey ). 
 

(b) A decision on further replacements was deferred until after the school 
crossroads sign has been replaced. Most councillors considered that 
outside villages signs can and should be in metal, and should be the 
responsibility of Cornwall Council/Cormac. 

 
 

(c) The Clerk was authorised to buy paint and fittings required to refurbish 
those capable of minor repair and/or repainting. The Clerk offered to do 
that refurbishment.  
 

(d) The council recognised that there is a further requirement for footpath 
signs etc, but action on this is deferred until the weather improves.. .  

 
(ii) Road flooding by the solar farm: The Clerk has reported that Cornwall Council 

has now acknowledged the issue, and says it will raise it with the relevant 
adjacent landowners ( CC/Cormac ref W2155407 ).  

 
(iii) A new dustbin has been placed in the cemetery. The Clerk was authorised to 

dispose of the old one. 
 
(iv) The Clerk was authorised to acquire a further dog waste bin for the lay-by 

opposite the cemetery. Provision of around £100 to include post and fittings. 
The Clerk said he would take responsibility for emptying it while negotiating 
with Cornwall Council for it to beaded to the current bin round.  



 
(v) Devolution:  The acquisition of the car park and school field/pavilion site has 

now completed – title is in the course of registration. The draft rules for the 
car park circulated by the Clerk were approved. They will be posted at the car 
park.    

 
4. Planning: 
 
There were no pending applications.  
 
[ Note: Since the last meeting the council had considered two applications, which required a 
response prior to the date of this meeting: PA20/11384 ( proposed extension to Smithy’s 
Cottage, Blunts - ( supported ) and PA21/00088 ( revised design for detached self build 
dwelling, Plot 2 The Willows Quethiock - not supported ). ]  
 
5. Financial : 
 
The Clerk had circulated by e-mail an up to date statement of the cash position, together 
with the underlying 2020-21 ledger sheets detailing income and expenditure in the current 
financial year to date.  
 

Cash balances as at the most recent bank statements were as follows: 
 

Business Bank Instant account:   £  2,227.30 at 11th January 2021 
 
Community Benefit Account: £10,587.40 at 29th December 2020  
 
Treasurer’s ( current ) account:    £19,124.38  at 1st February 2021 
 

 
Spending in the current year is projected to be about £1,800 below budget.  
 
 
6. Community Benefit Fund: 
 
No new allocations proposed. The Council has £4575 so far unallocated.  
 
7.  School laptops: 
 
The school has written to the Clerk saying it needs ten laptops for children’s remote learning 
at £220 apiece. Do we know of any source of funding ? The Clerk has identified a 
Crowdfunding initiative “Kit4Kids Cornwall” which may be able to help, but has also asked 
councillors to consider whether the Parish Council wishes to assist.  
 
Councillors asked the Clerk to contact the school to obtain more information about the 
intended use of the laptops, and in particular whether this was for the long term or merely to 
cover the difficulties caused by the present lockdown ( which might be over by the time they 
became available ).  
 
[ Following the meeting the clerk spoke to the head-teacher who advised that the school has 
both a short term requirement for laptops, to facilitate distance learning during lockdown, and 
a longer term need, to enable after-ours coaching of children who need it and out-of-school 
research by older children. They lack funding for five laptops. In view of this information the 
Council resolved by email  to offer the school £1,100 for this purpose ].     
 



8. Climate Change Plan: 
 
Councillors welcomed the first draft which had been circulated. Cllr Healey wants to make 
some minor amendments and will circulate the revised version. Subject to any ensuing 
comments it will then be published on the website for public comment.  
 
9. Any Other Business: 
 
(i)  Cllr Vass asked whether the Council could now grant some sort of lease to the 

Village Hall Committee? The Clerk said there is an existing lease [ it expired in 2014 
but presumably the “tenants” are holding over ] , but the “tenants” are no longer on 
the VH Committee. The lease also provided for a £250 per year rent, which appears 
to have been overlooked, at least in recent years.   
 
Agreed that the Clerk should consider and report back on an appropriate framework 
for the future management of the Hall – the Council did not consider that it made 
sense for the Committee to be charged a “rent” provided that the Council could use 
the Hall for its meetings without charge. 

 
(ii) Clr Welch mentioned that there has been some fly-tipping of garden waste. The Clerk 

will put a post on the website warning against this practice.  
 

(iii) Cllr Vass asked whether “Quethiock News” ( which ceased publication in March 2020 
because of the lockdown ) can be revived. The Clerk will contact the Editor.   

 
Meeting concluded 8.50pm.  
 
Next meeting – 12th April 2021 at 7.00pm, virtually.  
 
 
Signed Chairman ……………………………………………… 
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………………. 


