
Minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2022  
at Quethiock Parish Hall at 7.00pm 

 
 
Present: Councillors: John Blatchford ( Chair ), Chris Healey, Vic Welch, Tim Lynch, Steve 
Hobbs, Nigel Gaskell and Alison Jeffrey. Clerk Matthew Wald.  
 
In Attendance:  Richard Winstone, Mrs Jean Haydon and Jonathan Luker 
 
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest:    

 
None 
  
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  
 
The minutes of the meeting on 17th February 2022 were approved ( proposed Cllr Jeffrey, 
seconded Cllr Hobbs ).  
 
3. Matters Arising and Clerk’s Report: 

 

The Clerk reported that : 

 

3.1 Signposts:  We have had one illicitly removed [ since found, repaired and reinstalled ]. 

So have Menheniot - they say they have lost five recently. Also a bridle path sign has 

been vandalised. The cast iron signpost at Blunts remains, as before, in need of repair. 

 

3.2 The new Trehunist dog bin has been received and is awaiting installation 

 
3.3 The new salt bin has also been received and is awaiting installation 

 
3.4 The audit is booked for 7th June. 

 

4. Planning:    

 

The Clerk said that there are no planning applications, but the owner of “Anskybar” and her 

planning consultant are attending the meeting to sound out the council about her intended 

redevelopment of her garage into a dwelling.  

 

At this point, the Chairman invited Mrs Hayden and Mr Luker ( her planning consultant ) to 

address the meeting.  

 

The Clerk explained that, in order to preserve their objectivity should any planning 

application be made, councillors at this meeting could not express any opinion one way or 

the other about any proposals, and nothing said should be taken as any indication either for 

or against such proposals. Mr Luker said he understood that. 

 

Mr Luker said that Mrs Hayden had sought pre-application advice from Cornwall Council ( 

which was adverse ) but he considered that there were good reasons why a planning 

application should be granted. 

 



In response to questions from councillors Mr Luker and/or MrsHayden said that: 

 

4.1: The intention is to extend, not demolish, the existing, redundant, garage to create a 

single storey dwelling. It would be small, and screened by the existing hedge. Finish would 

be render/stone/slate. 

 

4.2: The existing garage is about 30 sq/m. The extension would add approximately a further 

15 sq/m. 

 

4.3 Road access would be via the existing entrance. 

 

4.4: The new dwelling would form a separate property ( not a “granny annex” ). 

 

4.5: A new garage might be required 

 

4.6: the existing “layby” outside the existing entrances might need to be enlarged to form a 

visibility splay. 

 

4.7: Immediate neighbours have no objections.     

 

Mrs Hayden and Mr Luker then left the meeting. 

  

5.Financial: 

5.1: The Clerk reported that there has been no material change from the position when he 
last reported. The current cash balances were as follows: 

 
i. Business Bank Instant account:   £  2,227.56 as at 9th February 2022  

( plus 2p interest monthly ) 
 

ii. Treasurer’s ( current ) account:    £19,379.75 as at 1st March 2022  

 
Less paid since, or to be paid shortly ( £1826.27 )   

            
 Add cheque received re salt bin grant   £  112.35 
 
Net      £17,665.83 
 

Iii.        Community Benefit Account: £4,742.37 as at 16th February 2022 (of 
which £3,185.37 was unallocated ) 

 
5.2:  Further to minute 6(c) of the meeting on 15th November 2021 [ “The Clerk’s salary 

should be adjusted to correspond to the lowest rate on the scale recommended by the 

National Association of Local Councils ( NALC )” ], the Clerk reported that the pay scale for 

2021-22 has now been fixed, but that for 2022-23 has not. He asked what figure should be 

applied in the coming financial year.  

 

The Council resolved ( proposed Cllr Healey, seconded Cllr Gaskell ) that the monthly 

standing order should be set at the amount applicable to 2021-22,with any arrear ( if any ) to 

be paid at the year end.          



 

6. Village Hall:   

 

The Clerk reported that he and the Chairman had recently attended the AGM of the Village 

Hall Committee. The Hall is set up as an ( unregistered ) charitable trust with four trustees ( 

Bernard Chudleigh, Ken Horsley, Susan Concannon and Jane Harris-Wood ), and the 

committee comprises Jane ( chair ) Susan ( secretary ) and Bernard (treasurer ). 

 

The committee is small and informal, but has been doing a good job of maintaining and 

running the Hall, calling on volunteers when work is required. It appears financially sound: 

except during the pandemic closure, it was generating an annual surplus and it is projecting 

a surplus of about £2,000 this year. A Buble Tribute evening on 26th March made £582, and 

cash as at today is about £5,800.     

 

The trust acts as the owner of the building. It is unclear whether title has ever been formally 

transferred by the original trustees who funded the building’s construction in the 1980s, and 

this is increasingly unlikely ever to be formally determined as time passes. However, the 

Clerk considers it does not really matter: for practical purposes the legal ownership is only 

likely to become an issue if the building becomes disused or derelict, when it will be more of 

a “liability” than an “asset” and any potential “owners” are likely to wish to disclaim any 

responsibility. In that event, in reality it would become the Parish Council’s problem.  

 

There was a lease between Cornwall Council and a former set of trustees. This has expired.  

The intention is now to formalise the existing arrangements via a new, simple, “management 

agreement” between the Parish Council and the current Trustees, to be drafted by the Clerk, 

providing for: 

 

- Management by the Committee in accordance with the charitable purposes of the 

Trust ( ie, as a village hall for the benefit of the community ); 

 

- No “rent” or other charge by the Parish Council to the Trustees; 

 
- The Trustees to maintain the Hall and insure it; 

 
- Reporting from time to time by the Committee to the Council; 

 
- Termination of the agreement by either side on ( say ) six months’ notice, and the 

Parish Council to have the right to “step in” if the Committee fails to manage the Hall.      

 

7. Defibrillator: 

 

A parishioner has contacted the Council regarding use of the defibrillator. His wife had 

suffered a suspected heart attack in the middle of the night, and he was advised by the 

ambulance service to use the defibrillator.  

 

However, he had felt unable to leave his wife to collect it, and was unsure whether he would 

have understood how to operate it in any event. He suggested that the Parish Council 



should have a rota of persons trained in the use of the defibrillator who could be called upon 

in such an event to assist. 

 

The Council discussed the matter. While the Council recognised that a person in the  

parishioner’s position might need help from another person, if only to collect the defibrillator, 

the defibrillator is very simple to use and the instructions with it are clear. A rota of specially 

trained people is not necessary, and setting up and maintaining such a rota was regarded as 

impractical.  

 

However, it was agreed that: 

 

(a) Information about how to use the defibrillator should be more widely publicised; and 

 

(b) Parishioners should be encouraged, before facing an emergency, to (i) familiarise 

themselves with the defibrillator and (ii) to find a neighbour or friend who is willing to 

act as a “defibrillator buddy” ready to help if called upon. 

 

There was a discussion about placing an additional defibrillator in Trehunist. No conclusion 

was reached however and that question was deferred.    

 

8. Community Benefit Fund: 

 

New requests for Community Benefit funding: 

 
8.1 Blunts Chapel need to do some electrical safety work – a quotation of £703 has been 
received for inspection and repair. This was approved ( proposed Cllr Hobbs, seconded Cllr 
Welch ) 
 
8.2 A part of the church wall has collapsed and needs repair – Richard Winstone said that  
Tim Prudden had quoted £540 for the work. This was approved ( proposed Cllr Gaskell, 
seconded Cllr Lynch ).  [ The remaining unused provision for ash tree work can now be 
deleted, as those works are now finished ] 
 
8.3 there is a request for “Oasis” for the church flower display – cost £30. This was approved 
( proposed Cllr Gaskell, seconded Cllr Lynch ).   
 
9. Jubilee celebrations: 

 

The arrangements for the hog roast were discussed. Difficulty has arisen over (a) booking 

tickets and (b) admitting non-Parish residents ( eg friends and family of residents ). 

 

The Parish Council’s view is that: 

 

(i) Tickets should limited to 250 – that is the practical limit on numbers, and it is unlikely 

that more than that number would in practice attend anyway; 

(ii) In the first instance tickets should be limited to parishioners – deadline for 

applications1st May, on a “first come, first served” basis; 

(iii) Thereafter, if there are unallocated tickets consideration can be given to other 

applicants if space is available; 



(iv) It is understood that expressions of interest have been collected via two “blue 

notebooks” which have been circulated. These should be retrieved and those 

people allocated tickets, but further tickets to be reserved by application by email, 

phone, or in person to one or more designated individuals. 

 

Cllrs Blatchford and Welch will visit Cath Nicholls to agree arrangements. 

 
10. Any Other Business: 

 

10.1  Cllr Jeffrey said there have been instances of full carrier bags of dog waste, 
presumably from the home of the relevant dog owner(s), being deposited in the dog waste 
bin. This overloads it, and prevents it being used by dog walkers as intended. Bags of dog 
waste have also been left by the bin. Both practices are unacceptable, and unnecessary -
dog waste can be disposed of with domestic rubbish if securely bagged.. 
 
10.2  Cllr Blatchford said that the litter bin by Penpoll Farm has similarly been misused to 
dispose of household rubbish. 
 
10.3  The Hall Committee have a display board which is redundant, and ask whether the 
Parish Council want it – answer, thank you, but no.   
 
 

 

 
Meeting concluded at about 9.15pm.    
 
Next meeting – AGM 23rd May 2022,  at 7.00pm, in the Village Hall.  
 
 
Signed Chairman ………………………………………………Dated…………………………. 


